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some money. " What are you laughing at, Uncle? **
he was asked. "Well, boss, I'se been sold 'leben
times in my life and dis is de fust time I eber got de
money." Godkin, in the Nation, said that the
Georgia officials were "probably as bad a lot of
political tricksters and adventurers as ever got
together in one place." This description will fit
equally well the white officials of all the recon*
structed States. Many of the negroes who at-
tained public office showed themselves apt pupils
of their carpetbag masters but were seldom per-
mitted to appropriate a large share of the plunder.
In Florida the negro members of the Legislature,
thinking that they should have a part of the bribe
and loot money which their carpetbag masters were
said to be receiving, went so far as to appoint what
was known as a "smelling committee" to locate
the good things and secure a share.

From 1868 to 1870 the legislatures of seven States
were overwhelmingly radical and in several the
radical majority held control for four, six, or eight
years. Negroes were most numerous in the legis-
latures of Louisiana, South Carolina, and Missis-
sippi, and everywhere the votes of these men
were for sale. In Alabama and Louisiana negro
legislators had a fixed price for their votes: for